Carol

Here is the assignment. Some of the more technical questions on the Greeks are answered in Ch. 1 of the textbook. Other questions (why does every music major need music history?) are just things they should think about between now and Friday. You can glance through and see the more general reference-related questions. It's a grab bag but should get them started looking things up. Thanks again for your help.
Nelly
________________________________________________________________________

Literature and Style I: First Research Assignment
Due in class: Friday, August 31st 
1. Name the most reliable online music dictionary.

2. Why is Wikipedia not a reliable source for any kind of research?

3. Explain the abbreviation B.C.E. in terms of historical dates.

4. What was the Biblical importance of Ur? What relation does this name have to music today?
5. Describe the instruments known as the lyre and the aulos used in ancient Greek music. With which god was each associated? How/where does the lyre in particular turn up in current musical usage?

6. What other kinds of musical instruments besides the lyre and aulos were common in ancient Greece?
7. What role did the chorus play in ancient Greek civilization?

8. When did Plato live, and what was his importance in the history of ancient Greece? What did he have to say about music?

9. When did Pythagoras live, and what was his importance in the history of ancient Greece? What special contribution did he make to ancient Greek music theory?

10.Tell the ancient Greek myth about Orpheus and Euridice.

11.Name the 9 Greek muses. What was their role in Greek mythology?

12. Who was Sappho? When did she live? What was her nickname?

13. Define and give an example of the three basic types of musical texture: monophony, polyphony, homophony. Also define and give an example of heterophony.

14. Music made up entirely of chords as well as a melody with chordal accompaniment falls under one of these types of musical texture. Which one is it?

15. Define the ancient Greek concept of ethos. What relation did music have to ethos in ancient Greece?

16. Which two elements or disciplines were supposed to be balanced in ancient Greek education?

17. What was meant by the phrase “the harmony of the spheres” in ancient Greek philosophy?

18. Music in the modern sense of the word was hardly ever separated from two other performance arts in ancient Greece. Name them.

19. From what source did rhythm arise in ancient Greek music?

20. Define interval.

21. Define tetrachord in ancient Greek music theory.

22. Name the three types or genera of tetrachord in ancient Greek music theory, and distinguish between them.

23. Which genus of tetrachord would seem to correspond to the building blocks of the modern major scale? What primary difference is there between the ancient Greek and modern western ways of building or thinking about the structure of scales? What practical consideration of ancient Greek instruments might explain this difference?

24. Define mese and proslambanomenos in the ancient Greek Greater Perfect System.

25. Define just intonation. How is this concept associated with modern composers Harry Partch and Pauline Oliveros?

26. With what aspects of ancient Greek civilization and its music were the terms Dorian, Phrygian, Lydian, and Mixolydian originally associated?

27. Name the three most important and longest surviving contributions of the ancient Greeks to the history of western art music.
28. Define modality.

29. Define tonality.

30. Define harmonic or functional tonality.

Find approximate dates for the following periods in western music history: Renaissance, Baroque, Classic, and Romantic. Name two major composers associated with each of these periods.

31. Which three of these periods together form the Common Practice Period in western music history?

32. Many 20th century composers wrote tonal music. How does their practice of tonal centricity differ from the projection of tonality in Common Practice Period music?

33. What is the central focus of music or any other art (painting, architecture, sculpture, etc.) labeled Classic as opposed to that labeled Romantic?

34. Name one other period in western music history, besides THE Classic Period, that featured a classic approach to composition.

35. Name one other period in western music history, besides THE Romantic Period, that featured a romantic approach to composition.
36. Find the Crane School of Music home page online. Select “Music Theory, History, and Composition.” Click on “music history” under “Resources” to find the “Music History Resource Guide.” Using this resource as a guide, construct a complete bibliographic citation for your textbook (A History of Western Music).  Also use your textbook as the basis for a sample footnote.  Additionally give correct examples of the format (italics, quotation marks, whatever is needed) for an aria from an opera, the title of the opera itself, and a periodical title. (What is a periodical?)

37. Write a paragraph summarizing the life and most significant musical contributions of each of the three authors of your textbook, A History of Western Music.

38. Look up the Norton book publishing company, and find out what makes it different (in terms of labor/management relations) from most book publishing companies.
39. Why is it essential for any music major at Crane to study the history of western music?

40. List at least 3 basic differences between western and non-western art music.

