State University of New York at Potsdam
Spring 2010
GRDG 640 Literature-Based Literacy Instruction
Monday 4:30-7pm Satterlee Hall 104

Instructor: Carolyn S. Stone stonecs@potsdam.edu
Satterlee Hall 107B 267-3479
Office Hours: MWF 11 am-noon, and M 4-4:30

Course Description

Selected examples of children's and young adult literataretdized in demonstrating
methods of developing literacy using a literature-based approSpecial emphasis is
placed on the use of such materials for enriching classtiberacy programs,
individualizing student literacy development, and designiegdcy intervention
programs. This course involves extensive reading oftiitexadeveloping of strategies
for teaching reading, writing, speaking, and listening throbgtuse of literature, and
focusing curricula development to represent the muliglels, broad interests, and
diverse cultural and linguistic backgrounds of all leagner

Required Text
Gallagher, K. (2009)Readicide: how schools are killing reading and what you can do
about it. Portland, Maine: Stenhouse Publishers.

In addition, you will purchase or borrow multiple children’s and/or young atekis for
reading and responding. It is also recommended that you become a student ofember
the International Reading Association (IRA). Brochures for signing ufevidfiven on

the first night of class.

Course Obj ectives

The objectives of GRDG 640 support the conceptual framewoitiedcher education at
SUNY Potsdam.A TRADITION OF EXCELLENCE: PREPARING CREATIVE AND
REFLECTIVE PRACTITIONERS

As a "well-educated citizen", you will research, readi participate in the
discussion of content and issues relevant to child andgyaduilt literature. You will
develop meaningful lessons to help your present and futurenssudeully experience
literature and its integral role in literacy education.

As a "reflective practitioner”, you will examine andolse ways that would
enhance an effective literature program within the fraor& of local, state, national, and
international standards. These strategies should peanmepiiry, critical thinking, and
problem solving skills in the classroom.

As a "principled educator”, you will demonstrate your gbitb work with fellow
students to be mutually productive, to attain a high levebmpetence, and to do so
while maintaining professional integrity. You will demtnase a willingness to try new
ideas, be flexible, and creative.




International Reading Association (IRA) Standards Addiesz@,2.3,4.1,4.2,4.3,4.4,5.1

General Policies

Plagiarism: Any student who submits another person's wadeas in his/her name will
be subject to a failing grade in the course and any disaigliaction pursuant to the
SUNY PotsdanCode of Conduct.

Attendance: There is an attendance policy for thissclsu are expected to be present
for every class, on time, and ready to participateegtance will be taken and frequent
absences, tardiness, and/or early departure will resaltass of points from the
participation grade.

Cell Phones: Cell phones may be on during adasgin cases of emergency. If this is
the case, please explain and announce to the class tmdtmrsbefore class begins.

Assignments: Assignments must be turned in on the dee.dadte assignments will
result in a loss of points from the participation gradie.assignments will be accepted
via email. Evaluation of all written assignments Ww#él based upon spelling, grammar,
and mechanics, as well as content. Please refdradrief Handbookr other writing
tool as a reference when proofing your written work.a&kignments must be typed or
word-processed (double-spaced, 12 point font) and writtelPi farmat. Students are
encouraged to visit the College Writing Center, Carson ddé@potsdam.edx3059,
for assistance and support for writing assignments.

Course Requirements

Professionalism and Class Participati®nrgcipled Educatoy
Students are expected to be present on time for elesmy meeting. Active
participation in all classroom discussions and actiwiiserequired.

ReadicideReading and DiscussidWell-Educated Citizen, Principled Educator)
Students will read the assigned sections of the Reddicideby Kelly Gallagher.
In addition, students will prepare 4 statements or questrom the reading to
serve as discussion points for an in-class grand caatiens

Book Talks and Review Car@@/ell-Educated Citizen, Reflective Practitioner
Students will choose a favorite piece of literature lanng it to five class
meetings to share. You will tell the class what thekbis about, why you chose
it to be a favorite, what grade level/ELP level iagpropriate for, and one or two
teaching ideas for the book. If time allows, you magrhe book or an excerpt
to the class. Book reviews must be of books otherybanLiterature Circle
books.
In addition, you will review other books and complete akb@wiew card for
each. The card should include:
Title, author, publisher and date, # of pages, brief summary, your
evaluation (1-10 scale), EL P level, grade level, and one or two teaching
ideas



It is recommended that you keep a list of “someday” booke used in your
classroom in the future, as you listen to others’ batkst The instructor will
check your “someday” book list once, looking for a way yave personally

evaluated the books you have heard reviewed.

Total Review Cards:
Picture-2 novels & 3 picture books for class, 11 more picture btks
Novel-2 novels & 3 picture books for class, 2 more noyéls
Combo-2 novels & 3 picture books for class, 6 more picture books & 1
more nove(12)

Research ForumNell-Educated Citizen)

Working in pairs, you will choose a research artiotarf a present or past IRA
practitioner journal and share it with the class. ngg$tower Point, your group
will present highlights from the article and cite it peoly using APA format.

You will be encouraged to choose topics of interest andnuse Literacy
Specialist field. The grade will be based upon the oesgntation and answering
of questions from the class. Presentation time: Ihites.

Literature Circles\(Vell-Educated Citizen, Reflective Practitioner

Students will participate in cooperative groups for regdind responding to
selections of children's or young adult literature atouszilevels. Students will be
responsible for

completing a series of tasks that include the following.

* Reading the selection and keeping a response journal whdéng that
includes at least 4 responses per book. Each response shétiityed
page, or one full handwritten page.

* Preparing &Readicideé’'One-Pager” (p. 127-134) to share with the group.
This can be typed or handwritten.

» Participating in the group discussion.

Adopt a Classroom/Literature Review
(Well-Educated Citizen, Reflective Practitioner, Principled Edugat

As a first and second step oT askStreantore assignment, students will work in
pairs and adopt an appropriate level classroom from aaypablic school.
Correspondence and collaboration will be necessatytiwit classroom teacher
and administration. With the target classroom in mamd] the particulars
associated with the diverse student population, a thpp@priate to the class
will be chosen and a literature review will be written.

The 5-page review will be comprised of a discussionxist® be used within a
thematic unit. Include the following:



* Alist of references from which texts were seleciedALA, IRA,
Booklinks, published reviews, etc.) In other words, where and
how did you search for your texts?

* The context of the chosen classroom (ie. Gendekfosen, Title
I/Special Ed. serviced students, SES information,
cultural/ethnic/dialectical attributes of students)

» Description of and rationale for the theme being addce8a/hy
did you choose the theme and how did you come to theiale®)s

* Summaries of at least 10 texts with citations (bdlgitiais is the
same information as used for the Book Review cantigting
your evaluation and teaching ideas)

* 15 minute presentation to the class

Thematic Literature Unit
(Well-Educated Citizen, Reflective Practitioner, Principled Edugat

Students will work in pairs to design a thematic literatunit as a final step in the
TaskStreantore assignment. Based upon the study of a particlalssroom of
learners, and the research conducted for the literegui®wv, at least five lesson
plans will be written at the appropriate developmemrtaIl

* The lessons will utilize children's and/or young adult texisays that
reflect current research in literacy education prastice

» The lessons should include all literacy components (readiriiyg,
listening, and speaking), reflect, and cite New York JEat&é Standards.

* The unit should incorporate the use of technology inuettn, various
non-print materials, and represent the diverse leirgbsests, and
backgrounds of classroom students.

» At least one lesson should reflect integration withther subject area
(science, math, social studies, art, music, etc.statd appropriate
learning standards where applicable.

* Group members will present one activity from their unitdlass members
to participate in. (30 min. presentation time)

Assessment Grading Scale
ParticipationReadicide 10 points 95-100----------- 4.0
Research Forum 10 points 91-94-—-3.7
Book Talks/ Book Cards 15 points o] M— 3.3
Literature Circles 20 points 86-89------------ 3.0
Adopt a Classroom/ Literature Review 20 points 82-85------2.7
Thematic Literature Unit 25 points Ay £ R— 2.3
74-76------------ 2.0

Total 100 points



