
ECON 406  - Florence Shu – 2010 Fall 

Lecture notes: 

 

Go through the research process explicitly and explain it all 

 

• Topic Analysis 

o Can’t ask easily for any of your required things: useful, applied, or pitfalls; have 

to evaluate the results lists on your own for this or ask indirectly if you have a 

large enough set of results. 

o Show reference resources both on Econ page and the general reference page 

� Gale encyclopedia search for “oligopoly” and “internal rate of return” and 

“transfer pricing” 

� statistics 

• Newspapers and Magazines and Scholarly Journals and the issue of an applied discipline 

by non-academics (teaching, business…).  Case studies.   

• Show book searching in bearcat (managerial economics, economies of scale, public 

goods) 

o ILL details 

• Show article searching and cover each database specifically -  strengths and weaknesses 

o Compare Academic Search  Complete and Business Source Complete side by side 

� Refer to the search histories sheet for search terms for demonstration 

� Database structured searching (records, fields) 

� Explain and, or, not and truncation 

� Intellectual property and access 

� Article linker 

o Business & Company Resource Center – “Exxon” and “supply and demand” 

o Discuss RePEc and its limitations – “long run average total cost”  

� Compare to Academic Search Complete and Business Source Complete 

o Discuss JSTOR and its limitations – “game theory” 

o Discuss Lexis/Nexis and limitations – “Exxon”  

• How off-campus access works 

 

Address advanced topics from student questions: 

• Archives vs. Libraries vs. “Digital” libraries 

• How do you pick a tool when there are several to choose from? 

• Evaluating sources in general and how a given search tool assists in that process 

• “researching titles that are specific – Power market pricing” – Title search in a catalog or 

use periodical title search (back door to article linker) 

•  “will BearCat automatically narrow the field, and if not, what are the steps …to filter 

…results?” – make sure that the article searching explained this process 

• Getting international information 

• How much can we borrow at a time 

• Any data about music products in Crumb? 


