
Library of Congress Classification System 
 

 

Literature and Style Handout 
Carol Franck, Fall 2009 

A  General Works 
AE           Encyclopedias 
AG          General Reference works 
AM          Museums 
AN           Newspapers 
AP           Periodicals (General) 
 
B  Philosophy, Psychology & Religion 
B             Philosophy (General) 
BC           Logic 
BF           Psychology 
BH          Aesthetics 
BJ            Ethics, Social Usage,  
                     Etiquette 
BL           Religions, Mythology 
BM          Judaism 
BP            Islam; Baha’ism; Theosophy 
BQ           Buddhism 
BR           Christianity 
BS            Bible 
BX           Christian Denominations 
 
C  Auxiliary Sciences of History 
CB           History of Civilization & 
                     Culture (for individual  
                     countries, see D, E, or F) 
CC           Archaeology 
CS           Genealogy 
CT           Biography               
 
D  History: General & Old World 
DA           Great Britain; Ireland 
DB           Central Europe 
DC           France 
DD           Germany 
DE           Greco--Roman World 
DF           Greece 
DG           Italy 
DJK         Eastern Europe 
DK           Russia 
DL           Northern Europe; 
                Scandinavia 
DP           Spain; Portugal 
DS           Asia 
DT           Africa 
DU          Oceania; Australia;  
                     New Zealand 
 
E  History of the United States 
 
F  History of the Americas 
 
 
 

G  Geography, Anthropology; 
     Sports 
GB          Physical Geography 
GC          Oceanography 
GE           Environment 
GF           Human Ecology 
GN          Anthropology 
GR           Folklore 
GT           Manners& Customs 
GV           Recreation; Leisure; Sports 
 
H  Social Sciences 
HA           Statistics 
HB           Economic Theory 
HC           Economic History  
HD           Industries; Land Use; Labor 
HF           Commerce 
HG          Finance 
HM          Sociology 
HN          Social History & Conditions,  
                     Social Problems,  
                     Social Reform 
HQ           Family; Marriage; Women 
HT           Communities; Classes; Races 
HV           Social Pathology. Social &  
                      Public Welfare,  
                      Criminology 
HX           Socialism; Communism;   
                      Anarchism 
 
J  Political Science 
JC            Political Theory 
JK            United States 
JL            Canada; Latin America 
JN            Europe 
JQ            Asia; Africa; Australia;  
                     Oceania 
JS             Local Government 
JZ             International Relations 
 
K  Law 
 
L  Education 
LA            History of Education 
LB            Theory & Practice  
LC            Special Aspects  
 
M  Music 
M              Instrumental &Vocal Music 
ML            Literature of Music 
MT            Music Instruction & Study 
 
 
 

N  Fine Arts 
N               Visual Arts 
NA            Architecture 
NB            Sculpture 
NC            Drawing; Design;  
                       Illustration 
ND            Painting 
NE            Print Media 
NK            Decorative Arts;  
                       Applied Arts 
NX            Arts in General 
 
P  Language & Literature  
     (PA to PM is Languages,  
      PN to PT is Literatures) 
PA          Classical Languages & 
                    Literature  
PC          Romance Languages 
PD          Germanic Languages 
PE           English Language 
PF           West Germanic Languages  
                     (includes German) 
PN           Literary History and  
                     General Collections 
PQ           Romance Literature 
PR           English Literature 
PS           American Literature 
PT           Germanic Literature 
PZ           Juvenile Literature 
 
Q  Science 
QA          Mathematics 
QB          Astronomy 
QC          Physics 
QD          Chemistry 
QE           Geology 
QH-QR    Biology            
 
R  Medicine 
 
S  Agriculture 
 
T  Technology 
TR           Photography 
TT           Handicrafts; Arts & Crafts 
TX           Home Economics 
 
U  Military Science 
 
V  Naval Science 
 
Z  Bibliography & Library Science 
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Title Call Number Size 
   
General Encyclopedias Start Ref AE5… Varies, usually 10+ 
      The New Encyclopaedia Britannica         Ref AE5 .E363 1998 32 volumes 
   
      Encyclopedia of Philosophy*        Ref B51 .E53 2006 10 volumes 
   
     New Catholic Encyclopedia*        Ref BX 841 .N44 1967 15 volumes 
     Encyclopaedia Judaica*        Ref DS 102 .E496 16 volumes 
     Encyclopaedia of Islam        Ref DS 37 .E523 7 volumes 
   
World Chronologies Start Ref D11… Varies between 1-5 
      The Timetables of History        Ref D11 .G78 2005 1 volume 
   
     Brill’s New Pauly: Encyclopedia of the Ancient  
     World (A through PHE published) 

       Ref DE 5 .N3513 2002 10 volumes (still 
being published) 

      Dictionary of the Middle Ages        Ref D114 .D5 1982 14 volumes 
      Europe 1450 – 1789: Encyclopedia of the Early  
     Modern World*+ 

       Ref D209 .E97 2004 6 volumes 

   
Histories of specific locations/time periods Depends upon the location Usually 1 volume 
      New Century Italian Renaissance Encyclopedia        Ref DG 537.8 A1N48 1 volume 
     Medieval Iberia        Ref DP 99 .M33 2003 1 volume 
   
American Chronologies Start Ref E174.5… Usually 1 volume 
      The Encyclopedia of American Facts and Dates        Ref E174.5 .C3 1993 1 volume 
      American Decades (covers 1900-2000)*        Ref E169.12 .A419 1994 10 volumes 
   
      Dictionary of American History*        Ref E 174 .D52 2003 10 volumes 
   
      Dictionary of Art        Ref N31 .D5 1996 34 volumes 
   
Foreign Language Dictionaries Depends upon the language  
Italian Start Ref PC 1460…  
French Start Ref PC 2640…  
Spanish Start Ref PC 4640  
German Start Ref PF 3640  
   
      Oxford English Dictionary*        Ref PE 1625 .O87 1989 20 volumes 
   
* Also available electronically 

+The companion encyclopedia, Europe 1789 to 1914: encyclopedia of the age of industry and empire (5 volumes) is 
only available electronically. 


