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Senior Seminar: The Ancient Mediterranean (HIST 480)
Dr. Steven M. Stannish

SUNY Potsdam (Spring 2010)

222 Satterlee, R 6:00-8:30 pm

Office: 310A Satterlee Hall

Hours: M W 12:00-2:00 pm
Phone: 315 267-2189

Email: stannism@potsdam.edu
HIST 480 is about writing ancient history.  Contrary to popular opinion, this requires more than a basic knowledge of English and a measure of common sense.  It also demands a familiarity with methodology – with professional ways of interpreting evidence and presenting arguments.

This semester, as you learn about methodology, you will write a 20-page paper on a topic in Mediterranean history between 1550 BC and AD 476.  It is worth 100 points.  The preliminary assignments (see the calendar below) total 60 points and are compulsory.  You will be docked 5 points for every day they are late.

Goals
Students will learn how to interpret evidence and present arguments according to professional historical standards.
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Books
The Chicago Manual of Style, 15th Edition
T. B. Jones, Paths to the Ancient Past: Applications of the Historical Method to Ancient History
Calendar
1/28
Topics

2/4
The Library


( Meet near the circulation desk at Crumb Library.

2/11
Evidence


( Pick a preliminary topic.


( Read Jones, ch. 3, “Literary Sources.”

2/18
no class

( Submit a topic and a preliminary bibliography of 7 sources (3 primary and 4 secondary) at my

office by 3:30 pm.  (Do not include the Jones book in this assignment.)  Be sure to follow the format in the The Chicago Manual of Style.  (10 points)
2/25
Bibliographies

( Find 8 more sources (at least 1 should be primary) and add them to your bibliography.  You do not need to submit them yet.

( Read and take notes on your sources.

3/4
Beginning to Write


( Find 5 more sources and add them to your bibliography.  You do not need to submit them yet.

( Read and take notes on your sources.

( Compose the first full page of your paper and make copies for everyone in the class.  (5 points)

3/11
Spring Recess: no class

3/18
Criticism


( Read Jones, ch. 4, “Criticism, External and Internal”


( Compose an outline for your paper.


( Submit your outline and bibliography. (20 points)

3/25
More Writing

( Compose the first three pages of your paper and make copies for everyone in the class.  (5 points)

4/1
no class


Use this time to work on your paper.

4/8
Oral Presentations 1-3


( Presenters submit complete drafts of their papers. (20 points)

4/15
Oral Presentations 4-7


( Presenters submit complete drafts of their papers. (20 points)

4/22
no class


( I will return all drafts with comments by this date.

4/29
no class

5/7
Final Drafts (no class)


( Submit your finished papers at my office by 3:30 pm. (100 points)

5/14
Discussion of Papers

Academic Honesty
I take academic honesty seriously and expect you to do so as well.  If you plagiarize, your paper will receive a zero and be submitted to the campus judiciary.  If you do not know what constitutes plagiarism, ask me or see the Empire State College website http://www.esc.edu/esconline/escdocuments/escpub.nsf/home.
Cell Phones, BlackBerries, Etc.

I do not take wireless handheld devices seriously and do not want to hear or see them in this course.  I also do not want to see evidence of their activity – do not place your phone in your lap and text during class.  Turn all wireless handheld devices off and put them away.
