History Seminar: Ancient Mediterranean
Finding Professional Journal Articles in History

Professional journal articles can be located in several ways.

1.  Articles will often be listed in the bibliographies or reference lists of books, articles, and other scholarly publications.

2.  Separately published bibliographies usually include journal articles among the publications they list.  See the section on "Bibliographies" on the guide you have received.  If the bibliography is "annotated" then there are descriptive or critical comments on the articles listed, a valuable feature.

3.  Indexes, usually updated annually or more often, list articles by subject and author.  They are mostly available either in paper or on the library web site - (www.potsdam.edu/library).

The most important indexes for finding articles in history journals are listed on the “History” subject guide on the library web site.

Some of the indexes of interest to historians are:

***JSTOR. An index with access to the full-text of many historical journals.  Its strength is the deep retrospective coverage of many important journals.  Some recent articles are not available in full-text online.  Online

***Project Muse. Full-text of recent years of 178 journals in many fields, but concentrated in the humanities.  Online
***Humanities International Complete    Covers recent years with full-text of some 890 journals in the humanities. Some history journals.  Online 

IngentaConnect  - indexes some 26,000 journals using keywords in the article titles, but has no subject indexing.  May provide article abstracts, but not the full-text.  Online

Humanities  Index   This index covers selected journals in the humanities, including history, literature, religion, philosophy, language, and communication.  The years 1973 -1995 are available as paper volumes at Ref AI 3.H8.  

Social Sciences Index    This index covers selected journals in the social sciences, including political science, psychology, anthropology, and economics.  The years 1973 -1995 are available as paper volumes at Ref AI 3.S62.

Both of the above two titles were preceded by an index known as The Social Science and Humanities Index, and earlier the International Index  (begun in 1907).  Both are in paper at Ref AI 3.R49

British Humanities Index..  An index to British scholarly journals - On paper at Ref AI 3.B7, for 1962 -1992. 

Also on our web site the following other search tools are available.  

Academic Search Complete, Wilson OmniFile, Google Scholar, and EBSCO MasterFile  are general purpose journal search services, with some articles in full-text electronic form 

----------------------------------------------
Among the journals covered by the indexes listed above are these:


Journal of Hellenic Studies


Classical Philology


Classical Quarterly


Classical review


Greece & Rome


Hesperia


Harvard Studies in Classical Philology


The Historical Journal


American Journal of Archaeology


Journal of the History of Ideas


History Today


The Journal of Economic History


Past & Present


Journal of Historical Geography


History Review


Utopian Studies


The Historian


Agricultural History


The Journal of Interdisciplinary History


The American Historical Review


History


Canadian Journal of History


The Journal of Military History

   and many others

There are many other indexes that may be useful depending on the focus of your research.  They cover articles in the professional journals of other disciplines, such as medicine, science, economics, etc.  Ask at the Reference Desk, or see the list on our web site, for other suggestions.

For descriptions of major historical journals, worldwide, see Historical Journals: a handbook for writers and reviewers.  (Ref D 10.A1S73 1993)

Finding the articles: 
Journal title abbreviations:  For ancient history, use the list of “Bibliographic abbreviations” in every volume of the Brill’s New Pauly (Ref. DE5 .N3513 2002) ; or the list in the front of The Oxford Classical Dictionary (Ref. DE5 .O9 1996).

The most complete listing of journals available at Potsdam is on the library home page.  Choose “Periodical title search” to find a page called “Periodicals at SUNY Potsdam” - Type in the TITLE of the journal you are looking for to see whether it is available here.  


Using the Citation Linker search (under the  “Find Articles” tab) lets you put in the full citation for an article - including journal title, volume and issue number, beginning page number, and year of publication.  If the article is available online, a link will take you directly to the article; if not it links to InterLibrary Loan.

Many online indexes include our Article Linker button with every search result.  Click it to see if the article is available online or in paper. [image: image1.png]



InterLibrary Loan -   ILLiad

Register with the SUNY Potsdam interlibrary loan service – ILLiad.  Once registered, you can use this service to request articles or books that aren't available in the SUNY Potsdam libraries.  Interlibrary loan has an excellent success record in obtaining materials, but materials are sometimes unobtainable and it is not instantaneous. You must allow at least a week between when you submit a request and the latest date that the item would be of use to you.

DT   9/2011
