MEDIA LITERACY: How do you know what's take?

MMEDIA LITERACY IS THE ABILITY TO ACCESS, ANALYZE, EVALUATE, AND CREATE MEDIA.

'1ips for smarter reading:

1. DON'T BE SUCKERED BY HEADLINES. If it sounds too

good (or too bad!) to be true, it probably is. Read
the whole thing!

2. EVALUATE THE SOURCE, AND THEIR SOURCES. Who's
writing, and who are they quoting? Can you find the
original?

3. CHECK THE FACTS, and don’t believe what you read
until you've confirmed it, preferably with more than
one good source to corroborate what you read.

4. LEAVE YOUR THEORIES AT THE DOOR. Y our biases
can lead you to disregard real news and gravitate
toward things that confirm your perspectives. Be
open to challenging truths!

Why does this matter?

IN THE PAST, we could TRUST our media.

The American Society of News Editors writes in their Statement of Principles that
“The primary purpose of gathering and distributing news and opinion is to serve
the general welfare by informing the people and enabling them to make
judgments on the issues of the time. Newsmen and women who abuse the
power of their professional role for selfish motives or unworthy purposes are
faithless to that public trust. The American press was made free not just to inform
or just to serve as a forum for debate but also to bring an independent scrutiny
to bear on the forces of power in the society, including the conduct of official
power at all levels of government.”

NOW, in opposition to that principle, fake news websites deliberately publish
hoaxes, propaganda, and disinformation to drive web traffic inflamed by social
media. Social media trends mean that things get shared very quickly and
widely, and people believe lies spread by their trusted friends and family,
because we are accustomed to trusting the media.

One prominent fraudulent news story released after the election—that protesters at anti-
Trump rallies in Austin, "T'exas, were "bused in"—started as a tweet by one individual with
40 Twitter followers.

Over the next three days, the tweet was shared at least 16,000 times on Twitter and 350,000
times on Facebook, and promoted in the conservative blogosphere, before the individual
stated that he had fabricated his assertions.

Worse, people are acting on these lies, thinking they're truth.

In early November 2016, fake news sites and Internet forums falsely implicated the
restaurant Comet Ping Pong and Democratic Party figures as part of a fictitious child
trafficking ring, which was dubbed "Pizzagate™. The restaurant's owners and staff were
harassed and threatened on social media.

The conspiracy theory was debunked by the Metropolitan Police Department of the
District of Columbia, fact-checking website Snopes.com and The New York Times, and
FFox News.

On 4 December 2016, an individual from Salisbury, North Carolina, walked into the
restaurant with a semi-automatic rifle, and fired one or more shots inside the building before
being arrested; no one was injured. The suspect told police that he planned to "self-
investigate" the conspiracy theory.

The staff of the SUNY Potsdam College Libraries proudly p

THE FREEDOM SERIES it

—_J]
C.Q.Q.QQ.QQQ.O.O.....00.Q.Q.Q..QQQ.Q.Q..OQOOOOOOASSEM

FAKE NEWS SITE

NEWS

REAL NEWS NETWORK

'They want to fool you!

m FASHION v TECH v VIDEO v WORLD v

False. B

Ads

Donald Trump: I Will Pay The Legal Fees Of My Followers Who Attack Protester§io

indistinguishable
s from articles

5

Simple form creation and
storage, buiit for
developers,

What Do | Need To Make It
In Business?

BREAKING: Capitol Hill Shooter
Identified as Right Wing

Extremist

Kip LeSale - March 28, 2016

Robots helped inspire
deep learning might
become

Express Recipes: How to
make Creamy Papaya Raita

Flash Player Installer

Please install the latest version of flash

Obama Signs Executive

Order Declaring

Investigation Into Election
Results; Revote Planned...
Jimmy Rustling, ABC News -

Decembe.

WASHING

the results of Tuesday night’s election,
President Obama has signed Executive
Order 13805, which orders a full recount

of...

Obama Signs

0
ollowing
Scalable code without bloat:

DCI, Use Cases, andXs

2 lrending topic
January 18, 2016
not newsworthy

Executive Order

Banning The Pledge Fa | Se. 4
#

Of Allegiance In
Schools...

December 11, 2076

>

Clickbai
attempt
clicking
sharing

IT'S NOT ABOUT

POLITICS OoRIDEOLOGY.
IT'S ABOUT

FACTS, CONTEXT, AND INTENT.
CHECK OUT THESE EXAMPLES.

BuzzFeeD

CLICKBAIT (NOT GREAT)

Secret Russia Dossier

Trump Blasts Dossier Allegations

President-Elect At Press Conference Denies He's Compromised By Russia,

Attacks Media And Intelligence Agencies
Q BuzzFeed News - 1 hour ago

Read More

These Reports Allege
Trump Has Deep Ties
To Russia

Kremlin Says Trump
Claims Are "Fake"
While Trump Slams
"Political Witch Hunt"
Prank

Food Choices
~ Trust us on thisawe‘

Wt mixe

hour ago

We Need To Talk About This Mint Julep Recipe

Alt-Right Trolls Are
Trying To Trick People
Into Thinking Trump
Dossier Was A 4chan

We Know How Many Kids You'll Have Based On Your

TAKE BUZZFEED'S

| =t o -
ki Il

CHALLENGE!

Take BuzzFeed's 2017 30-Day Get Fit

Challenge! o
’ Ads are |

same col
m

BuzzFeepnews

Buzz :
iaad BuzzFeed Promotions

Donald Trump at a press conference
vehemently denied allegations from a secret
dossier saying he was compromised by Russia,
calling it "a disgrace." »

Rex Tillerson — Trump's pick for Secretary of
State and former CEO of Exxon — said Exxon
never lobbied against Russia sanctions, but

documents filed by Exxon suggest otherwise. »
What You Need To

Know About The Secret
Trump Dossier

"Show up. Dive in. Persevere,” President
Obama said in his farewell speech, telling
Americans to reject fear and divisiveness. >

Get More News

~' Trending Now

Create A Sandwich And We'll Reveal®™s Deep

FFe -
i
e Truth About You n eWS

Screenshots
captured on 1/11/2017:

Resources
quoted are from:

Che
New 1Jork

Cimes

https://www.nytimes.com/

https://www.buzzfeed.com/

http://abcnews.com.co/

http://asne.org/content.asp?pl=24&sl=171&contentid=171

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fake news website

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Journalism ethics and standards

THE 45TH PRESIDENT

‘I Think It Was

Russia,’ Trump
Says About

D.N.C. Hacking

By MICHAEL D. SHEAR and

JONATHAN WEISMAN

46 minutes age

» President-elect Trump
conceded for the first time
that Russia was be
hacking of Democ
the presidential

» But at the news co
he vigorously denied the

swirl of allegations about his

ties to Russia.

Trump Briefed on
Claim That Russia
Had Secrets on Him

By SCOTT SHANE, ADAM GOLDMAN

L4

Highlights of Trump's
News Conference

11:30 AM ET

Mr. Trump plans instead to turn over his business operations to
a trust controlled by his two oldest sons and a longtime associate.

Wednesday in New York
t time in six months.

: What You Missed

Pushback on a leaked intelligence report, sharp words for CNN

and a new appointee for the Departmen Puzzle E
- Analysis = Fact Checking Transcript

Trump Won't Divest Himself of His Business Empire
By MAGGIE HABERMAN, JULIE HIRSCHFELD DAVIS and ERIC LIPTON

The Opinion Pages

A Fix for Gender Bias in OP-ED CONTRIBU
Health Care? Check. Old Labour,
By JESSICA NORDELL No Labour

) . - - L
At Johns Hopkins By MATTHEW J. e Ol
Hosplt.al, a. simple Social democracy is h
checklist virtually erased a

o] dying in Britain.
disparity in treatment between

men and women. * Bruni: The Dark Magic of

Kellyanne Conway

- Editorial: Trying to Head Off a * Friedman: Online and Scared

Health Care Calamity - Op-Ed: Assad Has Won in

- Editorial: Jeff Sessions Syria. But Syria Hardly Exists.
Smooth-Takes tho Semats - My Life With Paralysis Is a

* Op-Ed: Seven Questions About Workout
Health Reform * Join us on Facebook »

TIMES INSIDER » THE CROSSWORD »

35m  Inanod to its role as a distributor of
Information, Facebook has announced a
journalism project, an effort that involves
forging deeper ties with news organizations.




